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LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

LEAD AGENCY: Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Florida Forest Service
COMMON NAME: Cary State Forest

LOCATION: Nassau and Duval Counties

ACREAGE TOTAL.: 13,385.19

Historical Natural Communities Acreage Historical Natural Communities Acreage
Mesic Flatwoods 4,944 Dome Swamp 296
Basin Swamp 3,322 Baygall 290
Wet Flatwoods 2,424 Floodplain Swamp 219
Sandhill 1,168 Depression Marsh 16
Bottomland Forest 366 Unmapped 345

LEASE/MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT NO.: 3687 & 4609 USE: Single___Multiple _X

MANAGEMENT AGENCY RESPONSIBILITY

Florida DACS, Florida Forest Service General Forest Resource Management

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Wildlife Resources & Laws

St. John’s River Water Management District Water Resource Protection & Restoration

Division of Historical Resources Historical and Archaeological Resource
Management

DESIGNATED LAND USE: Multiple-Use State Forest

SUBLEASE(S): Sublessor-Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Sublessee-Board of County
Commissioners, Nassau County (City of Bryceville), 50-year sublease to Nassau County
(FDACS Contract Number 3676)

ENCUMBRANCES: Various easements

TYPE ACQUISITION: 1935 Florida Conservation Committee Acquisition Fee Simple, Florida Forever, Save
Our Rivers, United States Department of Defense, Navy and City of Jacksonville.

UNIQUE FEATURES: As of 2012, the original Cary Tract has been managed by FFS for seventy-three years and
is a good example of maturing, natural, pine flatwoods. No Catch Swamp basin marsh, nearly
intact Thomas Creek and associated bottomland and floodplain forests.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL/HISTORICAL SITES: None known.

MANAGEMENT NEEDS: Ecological and hydrological restoration, improvement of current recreation facilities,
development of new recreation facilities/trails and public access points, archaeological survey,
non-native invasive survey and continued treatments, FNAI historical/current community
mapping.

ACQUISITION NEEDS/ACREAGE: 10,030 acres (Exhibit E)

SURPLUS LANDS/ACREAGE: None

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT: Management Plan Advisory Group and a Public Hearing, and the Acquisition and
Restoration Council public hearing.

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE (FOR DIVISION OF STATE LANDS USE ONLY)

ARC Approval Date: BTIITF Approval Date:
Comments:




Introduction

Cary State Forest (CSF) is comprised of approximately 13,385 acres located approximately
23 miles west of downtown Jacksonville, Florida in western Duval and southwest Nassau
Counties (Exhibit A). CSF protects portions of the St. Johns, St. Marys, and Nassau River
watersheds. Thomas Creek and several unnamed tributaries flow through and out of CSF.
CSF is important to aquifer recharge and surface water storage. In addition, it is a key
component in a regional wildlife and recreation corridor, connecting other publicly owned
land.

Major natural communities include mesic and wet flatwoods, basin swamp, basin marsh,
sandhill, bottomland swamp and floodplain forest, dome swamp, baygall, and depression
marsh. Prior to state ownership, the original CSF lands were managed primarily for timber,
turpentine, cattle and agricultural production, while the remaining, more recently acquired
tracts were previously managed for timber using intensive silvicultural practices and leased
for game species hunting.

A. General Mission and Management Plan Direction
The primary mission of the Florida Forest Service (FFS) is to “protect Florida and its
people from the dangers of wildland fire and manage the forest resources through a
stewardship ethic to assure they are available for future generations”.

Management strategies for CSF center on the multiple-use concept, as defined in
589.04(3) and 253.034(2)(a) F.S. Implementation of this concept will utilize and
conserve state forest resources in a harmonious and coordinated combination that will
best serve the people of the state of Florida, and that is consistent with the purpose for
which the forest was acquired. Multiple-use management for CSF will be accomplished
with the following strategies:

e Practice sustainable forest management for the efficient generation of revenue and
in support of state forest management objectives;

e Provide for passive, outdoor recreation opportunities for multiple interests.

e Restore, manage and protect native ecosystems, and ensure the long-term viability
of populations and species listed as endangered, threatened or rare, and other
components of biological diversity including game and nongame wildlife and
plants;

e Protect known archaeological, historical, cultural and paleontological resources;

e Restore, maintain and protect hydrological functions related water resources and
the health of associated wetland and aquatic communities.

This management plan is provided according to requirements of Sections 253.034,
259.032 and 373, Florida Statutes, and was prepared utilizing guidelines outlined in
Section 18-2.021 of the Florida Administrative Code. It is not an annual work plan or



detailed operational plan but provides general guidance for the management of CSF for
the next ten-year period and outlines the major concepts that will guide management
activities on the forest.

. Past Accomplishments

A table has been prepared for this plan that summarizes, in numerical format, the
accomplishments for each of the past ten years (Exhibit B). The table does not attempt to
account for all activities on the forest, but summarizes major activities that are more
readily quantifiable. It does not list the multitude of daily activities and public
interactions involved in managing the forest.

There have been many events, developments and accomplishments since the approval of
the previous management plan. Among the most noteworthy have been the following:

e Five land acquisitions resulted in three new tracts for CSF: the 4,039-acre Thomas
Creek Tract, the 3,942-acre Monticello Tract and the 1,651-acre Norfolk Southern
Tract. CSF nearly quadrupled in size, increasing from 3,413 acres to 13,385 acres.

e Timber stands and compartments were delineated and re-delineated for the entire
forest. FFS had no forest inventory data for most of the new parcels and in 2009-
2010, FFS staff inventoried these areas (8,286 acres) collecting timber and forest data
on 750 plots within two months.

e The restroom/bathhouse was renovated with major improvements including new
septic system, toilets, sinks, lighting, hot water heater and reservoir, paint and
signage. The Cary Fire Tower was renovated with all new stairs and fencing and cab
improvements.

e A bridge was installed on No Catch Road providing crucial access to the southern
Cary Tract and the entire Monticello Tract. Fifty-seven culverts and three hard-
surface low water crossings were installed to improve hydrology within natural
communities.

e Both boardwalks within the Pavilion Road recreation area were rebuilt. Twenty-two
miles of trail were established for hiking and equestrian use and mowed, trimmed,
painted and posted.

e Four information kiosks were installed and have been recently updated with new
maps, educational fact sheets, rules, FFS program brochures, trail signs and paint.
Volunteers and service projects such as Boy Scout Eagles contributed to these
projects.

e A new CSF brochure was developed with map and forest information.

e With volunteer and Boy Scout assistance, improvements such as campground and
trail benches, trail bridges, picnic tables, bird boxes and others were installed.

e Six new volunteers recruited and active on the forest.

e FNAI Historical and Current Natural Community surveys and mapping were
completed on approximately 10,261 acres. With the assistance of forest volunteers



several threatened and endangered plant species previously undocumented on CSF
are to be located and confirmed. A non-native invasive species plant survey was
completed by FFS’s Forest Management Bureau Forest Health Section.

e Saltbox, Sandhill, No Catch, Fox Squirrel, Chicken Farm and other important open
roads all had major improvements. In particular, Basin, Monticello and Monument
Roads had 2.3 miles of hardpan and limerock upgrades to provide access for future
Monticello Tract recreation areas.

e Road signs were installed on all open roads forest-wide. All closed roads were
posted.

C. Goals/Objectives for the Next Ten Year Period
The following goals and objectives provide direction and focus management resources
for the next ten-year planning period. Funding, agency program priorities, and the
wildfire situation during the planning period will determine the degree to which these
objectives can be met. Management activities on CSF during this management period
must serve to conserve, protect, utilize and enhance the natural and historical resources
and manage resource-based public outdoor recreation, which is compatible with the
conservation and protection of this forest. The majority of the management operations

will be conducted by the FFS, although appropriate activities will be contracted to private

sector vendors. All activities will enhance the property’s natural resource or public
recreational value.

The management activities listed below will be addressed within the ten-year
management period and are defined as short-term goals, long-term goals or ongoing
goals. Short-term goals are goals that are achievable within a two year planning period,
and long-term goals are achievable within a ten year planning period. Objectives are
listed in priority order for each goal. Cost estimates are provided below for FFS services

and contract services where sufficient information is available to make projections. Costs

for some activities cannot be estimated at this time. Other activities will be completed
with minimal overhead expense and existing staff.

» GOAL 1: Sustainable Forest Management

Objective 1: Develop a CSF Five-Year Silvicultural Management Plan including
reforestation, harvesting, prescribed burning, restoration and timber stand improvement
(TSI) activities. (Short Term Goal)
Performance Measure: Completion of CSF Five-Year Silvicultural Management
Plan.

Objective 2: Implement the CSF Five-Year Silvicultural Management Plan. (Long Term
Goal)
Performance Measure: Implementation of plan (acres treated).

Objective 3: Implement the process for conducting stand descriptions and forest
inventory. Include maintenance of CSF GIS geodatabase with forest stands, roads and



other attributes (including but not limited to: threatened & endangered species,
archaeological resources, non-native invasive species locations, and historical areas).
(Ongoing Goal)
Performance Measure: Complete GIS geodatabase and reinventory all attributes
every 3-5 years or as needed.

Objective 4: Conduct Forest Inventory updates each year, according to established
criteria. (Ongoing Goal)
Performance Measure: Number of acres inventoried annually.

» GOAL 2: Public Access and Recreational Opportunities

Objective 1: Maintain public access and recreational opportunities to allow for a
recreational carrying capacity of 128 visitors per day. (Ongoing Goal)
Performance Measure: Number of visitor opportunities per day.

Objective 2: In order to safely integrate human use into Cary State Forest, develop and

implement a Five-Year Outdoor Recreation Plan and update annually. (Ongoing Goal)
Performance Measure: Completion of the Five-Year Outdoor Recreation Plan and
update annually.

Objective 3: Construct the Millionth Acre Campground on the Monticello Tract. The
site plans are developed and campground materials are on-site except the needed self-
mulching toilet facility. (Long Term Goal)

Performance Measure: Campground constructed.

Objective 4: Secure a CSF full-time Park Ranger position to assist with current facility
maintenance and development of future recreation sites and facilities. (Long Term Goal)
Performance Measure: Position secured.

Objective 5: Develop additional public access and recreational opportunities to expand
the recreational carrying capacity up to 535 visitors per day provided all activities and
plans listed in Exhibit L are completed. (Long Term Goal)

Performance Measure: Number of visitor opportunities per day.

Objective 6: Increase presence and education of all cooperating law enforcement

agencies to enforce rules and reduce illegal hunting, fishing, vandalism, off-road use,

dumping and other degradations to natural resources and facilities. (Ongoing Goal)
Performance Measure: Reduction of illegal or unauthorized activities.

Objective 7: Update the CSF brochure and state forest webpage. Estimated total cost for
printing brochures is $7,500. (Short Term Goal)
Performance Measures: Completion of updated CSF brochure and webpage.

Objective 8: Conduct annual environmental education programs. (Ongoing Goal)
Performance Measure: Number of educational programs conducted annually.



Objective 9: Organize and conduct semi-annual Liaison Committee meetings to receive
feedback from the various CSF user groups. (Ongoing Goal)
Performance Measure: Number of Liaison Committee meetings conducted
annually.

Objective 10: Maintain and continue the CSF Volunteer Program. Recruit additional
volunteers as needed to assist with implementation of various forest programs. (Ongoing
Goal)
Performance Measures:
e Number of volunteers.
e Number of volunteer hours.
e Number of volunteer projects/tasks identified.

» GOAL 3: Habitat Restoration and Improvement

Objective 1: A minimum of 1,800 acres will be burned annually during the first five
years of this planning period, focusing on stands that have not been burned and/or have
heavy fuel loads and pose a greater wildfire hazard. Stands currently within their target
fire return intervals will be maintained but likely toward the upper limit of their interval
for the first five years. Annual prescribed burning costs during the first five years are
estimated at $31,800 based on the FFS Fire Manual rates for contract burning and
plowing. (Ongoing Goal)

Performance Measure: Number of acres prescribed burned.

Objective 2: As stands mature and reach a burnable age and structure, fuels are reduced
and additional acreage reaches the maintenance burning phase, the long-term annual burn
target will be 3,100 acres. Annual prescribed burning costs for the second half of the
planning period are estimated at $50,340 based on FFS Fire Manual rates for contract
burning and plowing. (Ongoing Goal)

Performance Measure: Number of acres prescribed burned.

Objective 3: Update and implement the CSF Fire Management Plan. (Short Term Goal)
Performance Measure: Completion and implementation of CSF Fire Management
Plan.

Objective 4: The CSF Five-Year Silvicultural Management Plan and corresponding
assessments and inventory will be developed and implemented. Future reforestation
needs and costs will be determined upon completion of the silvicultural plan.
Clearcutting may be utilized in the future where appropriate, focusing on off-site species
conversion. (Ongoing Goal)

Performance Measure: Number of acres reforested.

Objective 5: Conduct habitat/natural community improvement on 75 acres of degraded
sandhill. (Short Term Goal)



Performance Measure:
e Number of acres burned.
e Number of acres reforested.

Objective 6: Utilize prescribe burning to enhance restoration of native groundcover.
Evaluate areas where native groundcover has been eliminated or heavily impacted from
historical land use on a case-by-case basis for alternative methods to address
reestablishment of native ground cover plants, if practical. (Long Term Goal)
Performance Measure:
e Groundcover needs assessment completed.
e Number of impacted acres treated with prescribed fire.

» GOAL 4: Listed and Rare Species Habitat Maintenance, Enhancement, Restoration,
or Population Restoration

Objective 1: Request and obtain funding for Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI)
current and historical natural community mapping and surveys of the Foster-Milne and
Norfolk Southern acquisitions, totaling approximately 2,784 acres. FNAI natural
community surveys have not been conducted on these two acquisitions. Estimated FNAI
survey cost is $8,000. (Long Term Goal)
Performance Measures:
e Funding request for FNAI mapping and surveying submitted.
e Number of acres where FNAI mapping and surveys completed.

Objective 2: FFS, in cooperation with FWC, will develop and maintain a CSF Wildlife
Management Plan that addresses all appropriate game and non-game wildlife species,
including imperiled species, their habitat, and their sustainability based on collected site-
specific population data. In conjunction with this plan, establish a continuous, long-term
monitoring program to ensure the perpetual viability of these wildlife populations within
CSF. (Long Term Goal)
Performance Measures:
e Completion of CSF Wildlife Management Plan.
e Establishment and continuation of long-term population monitoring program.

Objective 3: Develop baseline listed and rare species occurrence inventory list. (Short
Term Goal)
Performance Measure: Baseline listed and rare species occurrence inventory list
complete.

Objective 4: Develop monitoring protocols for selected listed and rare species in
consultation with FWC. (Long Term Goal)
Performance Measure: The number of listed and rare species for which monitoring
protocols are developed.

Objective 5: Implement monitoring protocols for listed and rare species. (Long Term
Goal)



Performance Measure: The number of species for which monitoring is ongoing.

Objective 6: Identify and map environmentally sensitive areas, including but not limited
to wetlands, ecotones, and sandhills. Train and inform all CSF staff on protection of
environmentally sensitive areas. (Ongoing Goal)
Performance Measures:
e Environmentally sensitive areas identified and mapped.
e Number of CSF staff trained in protection of sensitive areas.

» GOAL 5: Non-Native Invasive Species Maintenance and Control

Objective 1: Develop a plan to prevent, locate, identify, control, and monitor non-native
invasive plant species. Estimated cost to be determined. (Short Term Goal)
Performance Measure: Plan completed.

Objective 2: Continue annual treatments and monitoring on known non-native invasive
plant species. (Ongoing Goal)
Performance Measure: Number of acres treated annually.

> GOAL 6: Cultural and Historical Resources

Objective 1: Maintain at least one CSF staff member as archaeological resource monitor.
(Ongoing Goal)
Performance Measure: Number of CSF staff trained as monitor.

Objective 2: Ensure any new sites are recorded in the Division of Historical Resources
(DHR) Florida Master Site file. (Ongoing Goal)
Performance Measure: Number of recorded sites.

Objective 3: Monitor recorded sites and send updates to the DHR Florida Master Site
File as needed. (Ongoing Goal)
Performance Measure: Number of sites monitored.

» GOAL 7: Hydrological Preservation and Restoration

Objective 1: Conduct or obtain a site assessment/study to identify potential hydrology
restoration needs. (Short Term Goal)
Performance Measure: Assessment conducted.

Objective 2: Protect water resources during management activities through the use of
Silvicultural Best Management Practices (BMP's) for public lands. (Ongoing Goal)
Performance Measure: Compliance with state lands BMP's.

Objective 3: Close, rehabilitate, or restore those roads and trails that have evidence of
erosion into surrounding water bodies causing alterations to the hydrology. Estimated
cost to be determined. (Short Term Goal)



Performance Measure: Total number of roads and trails closed, rehabilitated, or
restored.

Objective 4: Coordinate with Jacksonville District biologist, FFS Forest Hydrologist,
and/or local non-profit organizations to seek mitigation and/or grant funding to initiate
hydrological restoration projects based on the forest-wide hydrological assessment. (Long
Term Goal)

Performance Measures:
e Completed grant application(s).
e Completed mitigation project proposal(s) distributed.

Objective 5: In conjunction with CSF Fire Management Plan, conduct forest-wide
assessment of all pre-suppression firelines currently in regular use and those no longer
maintained to determine needs for rehabilitation and improvement of disturbed hydric
communities and associated ecotones. (Long Term Goal)

Performance Measure: Assessment completed.

Objective 6: Implement the recommendations from the pre-suppression fireline
assessment to rehabilitate unnecessary firelines and/or those in wetland ecotones. (Long
Term Goal)
Performance Measures:
e Miles of firelines rehabilitated.
e Miles of ecotones restored.

» GOAL 8: Capital Facilities and Infrastructure

Objective 1: CSF staff will maintain all existing facilities, roads, and trails. (Ongoing
Goal)
Performance Measures: The number of existing facilities, miles of roads, and miles
of trails maintained.

Objective 2: The current forester truck and FFS radio will need to be replaced during this
planning period due to mounting repair and maintenance costs. Estimated equipment
cost (New Forester Vehicle/Radio) is $35,000. (Long Term Goal)

Performance Measure: Vehicle replaced.

Objective 3: Construct a permanent forest headquarters on site, complete with office,
shop, and storage capabilities. The current structure is a modular office trailer with
higher long-term maintenance/repair costs than a permanent office building. Estimated
total cost for a new CSF office is $543,800. (Long Term Goal)

Performance Measure: Completion of construction of on-site headquarters facility.

Objective 4: Enclose, restore, and enhance current educational pavilion off Pavilion
Road. This will include an initial assessment of current structural integrity and drainage
around foundation. Improvements include enclosing the facility, air conditioning



installed, multimedia projection system installed and current interpretive educational
stations removed and updated. Estimated total cost is $97,000. (Long Term Goal)
Performance Measure: Description of improvements made to educational pavilion.

Objective 5: Continue annual maintenance of state forest boundary. (Short Term Goal)
Performance Measure: Percentage of forest boundary maintained.

Objective 6: The CSF Five-Year Road Management Plan and corresponding assessments
and inventory will be developed and implemented for the current 62 mile forest-road
network. The Cary Tract contains relatively well developed and maintained roads with a
few road sections in need of significant improvements. The Monticello and Thomas
Creek Tracts currently have ongoing improvement and maintenance projects. The
existing roads on the Norfolk Southern Tract are degraded, eroding and seasonally
impassable. A significant portion of these road networks are in need of major
improvements to bring up to grade and meet FFS road standards to allow for safe public
access and various forest operations. Costs include the Basin Road No Catch Swamp
restoration project, and initiation and completion of various road projects across the
forest. Estimated total 10-year cost is $778,740. (Long Term Goal)

Performance Measure: Implementation of the Five-Year Road Management Plan

and updated annually.

Objective 7: The full cost of implementing the CSF Five-Year Outdoor Recreation Plan
will be determined upon its completion and approval. A new full-time position is needed
to meet management objectives and serve the public. The services of a full-time CSF
park ranger will be needed in the development and implementation of the recreation plan
(staff costs include benefits). Estimated annual cost (salary) is $39,483. (Long Term
Goal)
Performance Measures:
e CSF park ranger position secured.

Objective 8: Information kiosks with maps and interpretive signs will be installed in
various recreation areas on the forest. Estimated total cost to install two kiosks is $2,094,
and the estimated total cost to install interpretive signs is $1,550. (Ongoing Goal)
Performance Measures:
e Number of kiosks installed.
e Number of interpretive signs installed.

Objective 9: A self-mulching restroom facility is needed for the planned Millionth Acre
Campground on the Monticello Tract. The site plans are developed and remaining
campground materials are on-site. Estimated total cost to install the restroom facility is
$21,370. (Long Term Goal)
Performance Measures:
e Funding request submitted and secured for self-mulching restroom facility.
e Restroom facility installed.
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I1. Administration Section

A. Descriptive Information

1. Common Name of Property

The common name of the property is the Cary State Forest (CSF).

2. Legal Description and Acreage

The 13,385 acre CSF is comprised of four (4) separate tracts, located along the

Nassau-Duval County line in western Duval and southwest Nassau Counties, Florida

(Exhibit A). It is approximately 23 miles west of downtown Jacksonville near
Bryceville. The Cary, Monticello, and Norfolk Southern Tracts are adjacent to one
another while the Thomas Creek Tract stands alone. Approximately 8,321 acres or

62% of CSF is within Duval County and 5,064 acres or 38% is within Nassau

County. The legal description is located in Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) lease agreements 3687 and 4609. The property is located in all or part of
Sections 31,32, 40, 41 Township 01 North, Range 25 East; Sections 4-6, 31, 43, 44

Township 01 South, Range 25 East; Sections 6,7 Township 02 South, Range 25 East;
Sections 25-27, 34-37 Township 01 North, Range 24 East; Sections 15-17, 19-28, 34-

36 Township 01 South, Range 24 East; and Sections 1,2 Township 02 South, Range
24 East.

Table 1. CSF Acreage by Parcel

Parcel Name Deed Closing Lease Management Amend. Funding County  Acres
Date Date Date Lease No. No. Source y
CARY TRACT (3,412.5 Total Acres)
George F. & Charlotte C. 7/14/1939 | 7/14/1939 | 11/22/1968 3687 0 FCC | Nassau | 2,282.50
Cary Family

Multiple Families 7/14/1939 | 7/14/1939 | 11/22/1968 3687 0 FCC Duval | 1,130.00

MONTICELLO TRACT

Monticello Drug 12/22/2005 | 12/28/2005 | 7/7/2006 3687 1 FF:)?;?; Duval | 3,942.12

THOMAS CREEK TRACT (4,038.9 Total Acres)
Florida

Thomas Creek* + 7/20/2005 | 7/20/2005 | 3/18/2009 4609 0 Forever | Duval | 1,598.02
& SOR
Florida

Thomas Creek™ 7/20/2005 7/20/2005 3/18/2009 4609 0 Forever Nassau 570.76
& SOR

Gopher Ridge 7/20/2005 | 7/20/2005 | 4/29/2010 3687 3 FF(')?;'\?; Nassau | 736.87

Foster-Milne 5/14/2008 | 4/29/2010 3687 3 Florida |\ o ecau | 1,133.23
Forever

Redshirt 4/22/2003 1/26/2011 016703** SOR Nassau 325.00
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Deed Closing Lease Management Amend. Funding

Parcel Name Date Date Date Lease No. No. Source County  Acres
Abandonment of Roads 9/8/2009 4609 1 Nassau | 15.21
Steven Subdivision
NORFOLK SOUTHERN TRACT
Florida
Forever,

Norfolk Southern 6/30/2006 6/30/2006 3/18/2009 3687 2 DOD Duval 1,651.00
Navy

BOT (3687) DACS Contract No. = 11466

FCC - Florida Ci

onservation Committee Acquisition Fee Simple SOR - Save Our Rivers

*SJIRWMD & BOT each have 50% interest in this parcel.

**Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services contract number for management authority on 325 acres of property titled to SIRWMD.

+ Management authority on approximately 90.1 acres in the Thomas Creek Tract east of the railroad will be assigned to SIRWMD by the
Department of Environmental Protection. The FFS is requesting a partial release of lease.

BOT-WMD (4609) DACS Contract No. = 14695

A complete legal description of lands owned by the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund (BOT) and SJIRWMD as part of CSF is on record at the
CSF Forestry Station office, Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP),

and the FFS state office in Tallahassee.

Proximity to Other Public Resources

Lands managed by state, federal or local government for conservation of natural or
cultural resources that are located within approximately 15 miles of the CSF are

included in Exhibit C as well as the table below:

Table 2. Nearby Public Conservation Land and Easements

TRACT AGENCY DISTANCE
Whitehouse Field US DOD, Navy Adjacent
Thomas Creek Conservation Area SIRWMD/COJ Adjacent
Monticello Wildla_nds (Monticello A, Scarborough, coJ Adjacent
Block, International Tracts)

Jacksonville-Baldwin Rail Trail CaoJ Adjacent
Monticello Wildlands Conservation Easement Duval County Adjacent
Camp Milton Historic Preserve CoJ 5 miles SE
Miller Farm JEA 5 miles SW
Cecil Field Conservation Corridor CcaoJ 7 miles S
Peterson Tract JEA 7 miles S
St Marys River House TNC 7 miles W
Stone Mountain Industrial Park SIRWMD 7 miles E
Bulls Bay Preserve CcoJ 9 miles SE
Loblolly Mitigation Preserve LMB, LLC 9 miles SW
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TRACT AGENCY DISTANCE
Yellow Water Branch Trailhead CoJ 10 miles SW
Jennings State Forest FFS 12 miles S
Four Creeks State Forest FFS 13 miles NE
Sal Taylor Creek Preserve CaoJ 13 miles S
Ribault River Preserve COJ 13 miles E
McGirts Creek Preserve COJ 14 miles SE
Branan Field Mitigation Park Wildlife Env. Area FWC 14 miles SE
Thomas Creek Preserve CoJ 15 miles NE

DOD - Department of Defense

SJRWMD- St. Johns River Water Management District
COJ - City of Jacksonville

JEA - Jacksonville Electric Authority

TNC — The Nature Conservancy

LMB, LLC - Laoblolly Mitigation Bank, LLC

FFS - Florida Forest Service

FWC - Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation

Commission

4. Property Acquisition and Land Use Considerations

The original 3,413 acre Cary Tract was acquired by purchasing multiple parcels

between 1935 and 1942, establishing CSF as Florida’s second state forest (Table 5).
CSF is named after the George F. and Charlotte C. Cary family who sold the State the
first parcel. Between July 20", 2005 and May 14™, 2008 the Thomas Creek (4,039
acres), Monticello (3,942 acres), and Norfolk Southern (1,651 acres) Tracts were
acquired through Florida Forever’s Northeast Florida Timberlands and Watershed
Reserve Project and funds provided by the US Navy and the City of Jacksonville.

In 2003 St. John River Water Management District closed on the Redshirt (Farms)
parcel. SIRWMD proposed a swap of management authority due to the proximity of
the 325-acre Red Shirt parcel to the main body of CSF’s Thomas Creek Tract. In
exchange, FFS would transfer management authority of the 90.1 acre parcel of the
CSF Thomas Creek acquisition in Duval County which lies east of the railroad
(Exhibits E and Q).

B. Management Authority, Purpose and Constraints

1. Purpose for Acquisition/Management Prospectus

In the mid-1930s, Florida Governor David Sholtz, at the request of President
Roosevelt, appointed a Conservation Committee. This committee drafted legislation,
which was passed by the 1935 Florida Legislature, authorizing the acquisition,
development and management of a system of state forests and parks, and
appropriating funds for this purpose. The Cary Tract was established through this
program.

When Florida took steps in 1935 to establish a system of state parks, the primary

impetus came from a desire to take advantage of a federal depression-era program,
the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). In order to take full advantage of the
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program, Florida would have to make available public lands, such as state forests and
parks, on which the work could be conducted.

The main objectives for the acquisition of the Thomas Creek, Monticello and Norfolk
Southern Tracts under the Northeast Florida Timberlands Project are:

e Increase the protection of Florida’s biodiversity at the species, community, and
landscape levels.

e Increase the amount of open space available in urban areas — conserve spaces
suitable for greenways or outdoor recreation that are compatible with
conservation purposes.

e Increase natural resource-based public recreation and educational opportunities —
camping, picnicking, nature appreciation, hiking, and horseback riding will be
considered.

e Protect, restore, and maintain the quality and natural functions of land, water, and
wetland systems of the state.

The management prospectus for this Florida Forever project (and the adjacent
Baldwin Bay project) can be found in Exhibit D.

. Degree of Title Interest Held by the Board

All tracts are held 100% fee simple by the Board of Trustees (BOT) of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund except the original Thomas Creek parcel (2,169 acres). The
St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD) owns a 50% undivided
interest of this parcel. Lease agreements 3687 and 4609 delegate authority to manage
the CSF. Copies of the deeds are on file at the FFS’s State Office, Florida
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) State Office and the FFS’s
Jacksonville District Office.

Designated Single or Multiple-Use Management

The CSF is managed under a multiple-use concept by the FFS, under the authority of
Chapters 253 and 589, Florida Statutes. The FFS is the lead managing agency as
stated in Management Lease Numbers 3687 and 4609.

Multiple use is the harmonious and coordinated management of timber, recreation,
conservation of fish and wildlife, forage, archaeological and historic sites, habitat and
other biological resources, or water resources so that they are utilized in the
combination that will best serve the people of the state, making the most judicious use
of the land for some or all of these resources and giving consideration to the relative
values of the various resources. Local demands, acquisition objectives, and other
factors influence the array of uses that are compatible with and allowed on any
specific area of the forest. This management approach is believed to provide for the
greatest public benefit, by allowing compatible uses while protecting overall forest
health, native ecosystems and the functions and values associated with them.
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4. Revenue Producing Activities
Numerous activities on the state forest provide for multiple-use as well as generate
revenue to offset management costs. Revenue producing activities will be considered
when they have been determined to be financially feasible and will not adversely
impact management of the forest. The potential for income producing activities is
quite varied and are listed below:

- Camping - There are three primitive camp sites located off Pavilion Road.
Camping on CSF has generated a net average of approximately $1,199 per year in
the past three fiscal years.

- Day-Use Fees - CSF collects fees for day-use at the improved pubic recreation
area on the Cary Tract. Day-use on CSF has generated a net average of
approximately $1,108 per year in the past three fiscal years.

Development and implementation of the CSF Five-Year Recreation Plan may
provide additional recreation revenue opportunities.

- Timber Sales - Stands will be harvested to improve forest health. Forest
management is optimized with other management responsibilities. Timber sales
on CSF have generated an average of $193,506 per year in the past three fiscal
years.

A steady and significant revenue flow generated from timber sales will be
achieved through sustainable forestry practices which also help improve and
restore the natural communities of CSF.

- Other - CSF has been able to issue permits for the harvesting of palmetto drupes
when in season (August to early October). Palmetto frond sales may be
considered as well. Apiary leases and other compatible uses will be considered.

5. Conformation to State L ands Management Plan
Management of the forest under the multiple-use concept complies with the State
Lands Management Plan and provides optimum balanced public utilization of the
property. Specific authority for the FFS’s management of public land is derived from
Chapters 589, 259 and 253, Florida Statutes.

6. Legislative or Executive Constraints
There are no known legislative or executive constraints specifically directed towards

the CSF.

7. Aquatic Preserve/Area of Critical State Concern
This area is not within an aquatic preserve or an area of critical state concern, nor is it
in an area under study for such designation.

15



C. Capital Facilities and Infrastructure

1. Property Boundaries Establishment and Preservation
The CSF boundary lines are managed by state forest personnel in accordance with the
guidelines stated in Chapter 11 of the State Forest Handbook (FFS 2008).
Approximately 95% of CSF boundaries have been painted and signs posted according
to FFS boundary marking specifications. Forest boundary firelines are partially
established and will be completed where appropriate in uplands.

2. Improvements
Major FFS structures include the CSF headquarters office, the Jacksonville District
Office, District Shop, educational pavilion, CSF pole barn/shop, recreation
bathhouse/restrooms, fire tower, two boardwalks, well pumphouse, mobile home site
near the CSF headquarters and a metal wood shed. Other structures located on
subleases to Nassau County include a Nassau County Fire Station, two separate
stretches of the same Florida Power and Light (FPL) power line and a Jacksonville
Electric Authority (JEA) power line. A single lane steel bridge crossing No Catch
Swamp is located on No Catch Road about half-way between the intersections of
Cypress Pond and Basin Roads.

3. On-Site Housing
FFS may establish on-site housing (mobile/manufactured home) on CSF if deemed
necessary to alleviate security and management issues. The need and feasibility
specific for the state forest will be evaluated and established if considered appropriate
by the Jacksonville District Manager and approved by the FFS Director. Prior to the
occurrence of any ground disturbing activity for the purpose of establishing on-site
housing, a notification will be sent to the DHR and FNAI for review and
recommendations. This type of housing will not exceed three homes per location
with the possibility of more than one on-site housing location occurring if considered
necessary by the Jacksonville District Manager and approved by the Director.

There is potential to establish on-site housing at the future Monticello Recreation
Area near Garden Street. Currently an FWC officer is utilizing a trailer site near the
CSF headquarters on the Cary Tract.

4. Operations Infrastructure
The current annual budget (FY 2010-2011) for CSF is $148,109. Annual
appropriations may change over time. This budget includes: salary, expenses and
contractual costs:

Expenses (seedlings, road material) $56,584
Salary and Benefits $42,000
Operating Budget (general fuel, supplies, utilities costs)  $38,725
Contractual Costs (reforestation) $10,800
Operating Capital Outlay (equipment) $ 0

Total: $148,109
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A Forester has been assigned to CSF. The Forester and Duval County Forest Area
Supervisor (FAS) will coordinate to complete objectives and achieve the goals
outlined in this plan. Resource management is the responsibility of the Forester and
includes forest management, recreation management, planning and most
administration on CSF. Forest operations are the responsibility of the Duval FAS and
current fire control personnel (two senior forest rangers and two forest rangers) which
includes road, facility and infrastructure maintenance/repairs as well as prescribed
burning activities. Additional assistance will be provided by other Jacksonville
District staff as needed.

D. Additional Acquisitions and Land Use Considerations

1. Alternate Uses Considered
During this management period the following uses were considered and determined
to be not compatible: water resource development projects, water supply projects,
storm-water management projects, linear facilities, off-highway vehicles used for
recreation or communication towers and antennas, except as otherwise outlined in this
plan. Other uses will be considered as requests are made and will be accommodated
as appropriate if they are determined to be compatible with existing uses and with the
management goals and objectives of the forest.

2. Additional Land Needs
The long-term land acquisition goal of the FFS is to create a forested corridor,
eventually connecting Four Creeks, Jennings and Cary State Forest. Cooperation
between FFS and various managing agencies of local public conservation lands may
be a necessary objective to meet this goal. Purchasing of additional land within the
optimal management boundary would facilitate restoration, protection, maintenance,
and management of the resources on CSF (Exhibit E).

3. Surplus Land Assessment
In reviewing the state forest boundaries for potential acquisitions and possible surplus
lands, CSF staff has determined the northeast parcel (90.1 acres) to be more
efficiently managed by the SJIRWMD due to its location and position immediately
adjacent to their Thomas Creek Conservation Area property. Fee simple title to this
small parcel is currently split 50/50 between the BOT and the SIRWMD. FFS
supports a partial release of lease on this parcel located northeast of the railroad
within the Thomas Creek Tract (Exhibit E).

All other property within CSF is suitable for and necessary for the management of
CSF, and none should be declared surplus.

4. Adjacent Conflicting Uses
During the development of this management plan, FFS staff identified and evaluated
adjacent land uses, reviewed current comprehensive plans, and future land use maps
in making the determination that there are currently no known conflicting adjacent
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land uses. Additionally, FFS staff met with several adjacent land owners and
maintains liaison with those land owners to ensure that any conflicting future land
uses may be readily identified and addressed.

FFS will cooperate with adjacent property owner(s), prospective owner(s), or
prospective developer(s) to discuss methods to minimize negative impacts on
management, resources, facilities, roads, recreation, etc., and discuss ways to
minimize encroachment onto the forest.

Nearby developed areas, and adjoining major highway systems including US 301, US
90, 1-10 and various local roads limit the prescribed burning program on CSF due to
smoke management concerns.

Compliance With Comprehensive Plan

This plan was submitted to the Board of County Commissioners in Nassau County
and the City Council of Jacksonville (Duval County) for review and compliance with
their local comprehensive plans (Exhibit F).

Utility Corridors and Easements

The FFS does not favor the fragmentation of natural communities with linear
facilities - consequently, easements for such uses will be discouraged to the greatest
extent practical. The FFS does not consider CSF suitable for any new linear facilities.

When such encroachments are unavoidable, previously disturbed sites will be the
preferred location. The objectives, when identifying possible locations for new linear
facilities, will be to minimize damage to sensitive resources (e.g., listed species and
archaeological sites), to minimize habitat fragmentation, and to limit disruption of
management activities and resource-based multiple use activities, such as recreation.

Collocation of new linear facilities with existing corridors will be considered, but will
be used only where expansion of existing corridors does not increase the level of
habitat fragmentation and disruption of management and multiple use activities. The
FFS will further encourage the use of underground cable where scenic considerations
are desirable. Easements for such utilities are subject to the review and approval of
the BOT. Requests for linear facility uses will be handled according to the Board of
Trustees linear facilities policy.

The power line right-of-way that cuts through the Cary Tract has recently been found
to contain several rare and listed species. FPL periodically mows this area and will
be notified of these occurrences and their respective locations. A potential buffer
may need to be established around this area in which FFS could maintain vegetation
heights of selected species to FPL’s mandated standards. This corridor is generally
maintained with prescribed fire when adjacent stands are burned and FFS mows and
maintains the road under the power line itself.
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Current easements include:

A major Florida Power & Light (FPL) power line right-of-way 100 feet wide and
2.8 miles long runs northeast through the Cary and Thomas Creek Tracts.

A smaller, JEA power line right-of-way also runs through the eastern portion of
the Thomas Creek Tract.

Nassau County has an easement running north northeast through the western edge
of the forest for the US 301 right-of-way.

A 30 foot wide by 2.3 mile non-exclusive easement was granted to Holland M.
Ware by Monticello Companies, Inc. from Garden Street south through the
Monticello Tract.

A 0.8 mile ingress and egress easement running east from Dillon Road was
granted to the City of Jacksonville by Monticello Companies, Inc. Easement ends
on the western boundary of the Monticello Tract of Cary State Forest.

A 0.5-mile long by 60 foot wide ingress and egress easement was granted by
Southern Region Industrial Realty to Earl F. Hannah and Bonnie Hannah running
north through the southern section of the Norfolk Southern Tract.

A 1.3 mile 80 foot wide road right-of way easement was granted to the Monticello
Land Company, James R. Roberts Testamentary Trust and William V. Roberts in
the eastern portion of the Thomas Creek Tract.

The City of Jacksonville has a 100 foot wide by 1.4 mile long right-of-way
easement running east-west in the central portion of the Norfolk Southern Tract
(previously an Old Florida Railroad easement).

Located on the west side of the Monticello Tract a 1,320 foot wide easement has
been placed by the Monticello Companies, Inc. to exclude hunting and
recreational use of firearms. A 300 foot wide adjacent easement exists that
excludes all public use, improvements, paved roads and buildings (Exhibit Q).

Five acres in the southwestern corner of the Cary Tract have been subleased to
Nassau County for 50 years to house a community services center/library and a
baseball field.

A 68.3-acre aviation easement exists that was previously granted by the
Monticello Drug Company to the US Navy on the southeastern section of the
Monticello Tract which prohibits any structures and provides for agricultural
height limits.

A 40.5-acre oil, gas and road reservation was retained by the Monticello Drug
Company on a southeastern section of the Monticello Tract at the time of
acquisition.

All existing easements are on file with the DSL and the FFS state office in
Tallahassee.
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E. Agency & Public Involvement

1. Responsibilities of Managing Agencies
The FFS is the lead managing agency, responsible for overall forest management and
public recreation activities, as stated in Management Lease Numbers 3687 and 4609.
The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (DACS) Office of
Agricultural Law Enforcement (OALE) has law enforcement responsibilities. The
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) is responsible for
enforcing hunting regulations, cooperatively setting hunting season dates with FFS,
and conducting other wildlife management activities with input from FFS. The FFS
will cooperate with the DHR regarding appropriate management practices on
historical sites on the property as stated in Section 267.061, Florida Statutes. They
will be notified prior to the initiation of any ground disturbing activities by the FFS or
any other agency involved with the forest. The St. Johns River Water Management
District (SJRWMD) will be consulted and involved in matters relating to water
resources as appropriate.

2. Law Enforcement
Primary law enforcement responsibilities will be handled by law enforcement officers
from the OALE and FWC. Additional assistance is provided by the Nassau and
Duval County Sheriff’s Offices as needed.

Special rules under Chapter 51-4 of the Florida Administrative Code were
promulgated for Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Florida Forest
Service, to manage the use of State Forest Lands and better control traffic, camping,
and other uses in the State Forest.

3. Public and Local Government Involvement
This plan has been prepared by FFS and will be carried out primarily by that agency.
The FFS responds to public involvement through direct communication with
individuals, user groups and government officials.

The FFS responds to public involvement through its Liaison Committees, Advisory
Groups, public hearings, and through direct contact with user groups. A Land
Management Review Team conducted a review of management plan implementation
in April 2002 and November 2007 (Exhibit G). The review team’s recommendations
were incorporated into this plan as appropriate.

The plan was developed with input from the CSF Management Plan Advisory Group
and was reviewed at a public hearing on January 11, 2012. A summary of the
advisory group’s meetings and discussions, as well as written comments received on
the plan, are included in Exhibit H. The Acquisition and Restoration Council (ARC)
public hearing and meeting serve as an additional forum for public input and review
of the plan. After ARC approval, the plan will then be submitted to the SIRWMD
Governing Board for approval.
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4. Volunteers
Volunteers are important assets to CSF. Depending upon the type of volunteer
service needed, volunteer activities may be one-time events or long-term projects.
Volunteers have assisted with improving public information/access, education,
boundary work, trail maintenance, mowing, road inventory/posting, trash cleanup,
rare plant and animal monitoring. They also provide information from the field
including criminal activity and impacts on natural resources and facilities. Additional
volunteer recruitment will be encouraged to assist with other activities to further the
FFS’s mission. CSF staff will maintain a list of potential projects/tasks to assist in
recruiting volunteers.

Archaeological/Cultural Resources and Protection

. Past Uses

Cary Tract

CSF was originally managed from the FFS state office in Tallahassee until 1971, when
management responsibility was given to the Jacksonville District. Prior to FFS
acquisition the forest was managed for timber, turpentine, cattle, and agricultural
production among other uses by the Cary family and other local landowners.

Since acquisition in 1939, the forest has been managed for multiple-use by the FFS and
State of Florida. Forest management has included various silvicultural treatments such as
thinnings and clearcuts with artificial regeneration. Group selections (small clearcuts)
and seed tree cuts for natural regeneration and uneven-aged management goals have also
been utilized. Some portions of the wetland communities appear to have had complete
and partial harvests prior to FFS management.

In an effort to improve fire protection for local communities, in 1973 the BOT agreed to a
50-year lease of one acre of CSF to Nassau County for the construction of a Nassau
County Fire Station and meeting hall. The DACS also subleased five acres to the city of
Bryceville for community improvements including a library/community center and a
baseball field.

Monticello Tract

Prior to state acquisition, the Monticello Tract was managed by Jacksonville-based
Monticello Land and Monticello Drug Companies. A former local landowner, St Regis
Timber Company, leased and managed this parcel prior to the Monticello companies.
When acquired, the property had not been prescribed burned since the 1970s.

Both St Regis and the Monticello companies managed the property intensively for timber
production and other uses including hunting leases and turpentine production. Upon
acquisition, the Monticello Tract’s upland communities were and continue to be
dominated by merchantable and premerchantable mostly intensively managed slash pine
(Pinus elliottii), longleaf pine (Pinus palustris), loblolly pine (Pinus taeda) and sand pine
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(Pinus clausa var. clausa) plantations. Most of the wetland communities appear to have
had complete or partial timber harvests during past ownerships.

A prospecting oil well is located on the Monticello Tract and has been plugged. Another
former United States Geological Survey (USGS) water quality monitoring well is located
several yards from the abandoned well and is no longer in use.

Thomas Creek Tract

The Thomas Creek and Gopher Ridge parcels of the current CSF Thomas Creek Tract
were acquired from Rayonier Forest Resources, Inc. Engraved concrete boundary
markers on site indicate portions of these parcels may have been owned or leased by the
St Regis Timber Company at some point prior to Rayonier. The Foster-Milne parcel of
the Thomas Creek Tract was acquired by the Foster and Milne families. This parcel
changed ownership many times over the past 50 years, including various timber
companies, land holdings and small private, non-industrial forest landowners such as the
Foster and Milne families.

The Thomas Creek parcel’s upland communities were mostly clearcut prior to State
acquisition. Most of the wetland communities appear to have had complete or partial
timber harvests during past ownerships. Past land uses on the Thomas Creek, Gopher
Ridge and Foster-Milne parcels include but are not limited to intensive and non-intensive
timber production, cattle grazing, turpentine production, agricultural production and
nearby suspected homesteads.

The Thomas Creek Tract also includes the 325 acre Redshirt Parcel that is owned fee-
simple by St Johns River Water Management District and, as of January 2011, is
managed by FFS under a ten-year lease agreement (DOACS 016703) as a part of CSF
(Exhibit Q). Past land use here is very similar to the other parcels on the tract.

Norfolk Southern Tract

This parcel was acquired from the Norfolk Southern Railroad Company. This Tract was
intensively managed for timber production in both the upland and wetland communities.
Approximately 40% of wetland communities were clearcut by the previous landowner
prior to State acquisition. Upland communities are mostly premerchantable, bedded slash
pine plantations with small clearcut areas of naturally-regenerating slash pine. The
property was also leased by a local hunting club prior to acquisition.

. Archaeological and Historical Resources
A review of information contained in the DHR’s Florida Master Site file has determined
that there are no known recorded sites on CSF.

DHR Site File NA07746, Medium Chicken Site, indicates there is a single artifact,
prehistoric non-ceramic, land site near the Cary Tract boundary along the US 301
FLDOT right-of-way. The site is not located within the CSF boundary and the FFS will
not monitor this site for these reasons. A homesite is suspected to have been located near
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the current Jacksonville District Office site based on 1953 aerial images and a cattle
dipping vat located near the intersection of Big Oaks and Hog Trap Roads.

There is potential for historical and cultural resource site discoveries mainly on the
Thomas Creek Tract according to a DHR Cultural Resources Analysis for the 2007 Land
Management Review Team (Exhibit G). FFS field observations support this report.
There is what appears to be an old farm and a suspected homesite located in western
Thomas Creek Tract. There is a small cemetery outparcel with two grave stones and a
suspected homestead located within the eastern portion of this tract as well. Discovered
sites and artifacts will be priority for future DHR surveys and brought to the attention of
DHR Public Lands Archaeologists.

C. Ground Disturbing Activities
Representatives of DHR and FNAI will be consulted prior to the initiation of any
proposed significant ground disturbing activity, not listed in this plan, by FFS or any
other public agency. The FFS will make every effort to protect known archaeological
and historical resources. The FFS will follow the “Management Procedures for
Archaeological and Historical Sites and Properties on State Owned or Controlled Lands”
(Exhibit I) and will comply with all appropriate provisions of Section 267.061(2) Florida
Statutes. Ground disturbing activities not specifically covered by this plan will be
conducted under the parameters of the “List of ARC/Division of State Lands Approved
Interim Management Activities".

D. Survey and Monitoring
Currently there is one local district FFS personnel trained by DHR as an archaeological
site monitor. FFS will pursue opportunities for getting additional personnel trained. As
information becomes available, and as staffing allows, any known archaeological and
historical sites will be identified on maps to aid state forest and law enforcement
personnel in patrolling and protecting sites. Applicable surveys will be conducted by
FFS staff or others during the process of planning and implementing multiple-use
management activities. FFS personnel will remain alert for any environmentally
significant resources and protective actions will be taken as necessary. During this ten
year planning period, FFS will seek the advice and recommendations of DHR regarding
any additional archaeological survey needs. Trained monitors will oversee ground
disturbing activities in which DHR recommends monitoring. The FFS will utilize the
services of DHR Public Lands archaeologists, when available, to locate and evaluate
unknown resources, and to make recommendations in the management of known
resources.

1VV. Natural Resources and Protection

A. Soils and Geologic Resources
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1. Resources
There are several different soil series found on CSF. They range from deep, well
drained sands to poorly drained organic muck soils associated with wetlands. A soils
map and general description of the major series can be found in Exhibit J.

2. Soil Protection
Currently there are no known soil or erosion problems present on CSF. Management
activities will be executed in a manner to minimize soil erosion. CSF falls within the
jurisdiction of the SIRWMD. The FFS will coordinate with SIRWMD, as necessary,
on activities pertaining to water resource protection and management. If problems
arise, corrective action will be implemented by FFS staff under the direction of the
FFS Forest Hydrology section in conjunction with recommendations as contained in
the most current version of the Florida Silviculture Best Management Practices
Manual.

B. Water Resources
The water resources on CSF perform essential roles in the protection of water quality,
groundwater recharge, flood control and aquatic habitat preservation. In the interest of
maintaining these valuable resource functions, state forest management personnel will
work with the FFS’s Hydrology Section to incorporate wetland restoration into the
overall resource management program as opportunities arise, particularly where wetland
systems have been impaired or negatively impacted by previous management activities or
natural disasters.

1. Resources
CSF protects portions of the St John’s, St Marys, and Nassau River watersheds.
There are two freshwater creeks that flow through and originate within the CSF
boundary (Exhibit A). The first is Thomas Creek which flows northeast through the
Thomas Creek Tract towards Four Creeks State Forest and the headwaters of the
Nassau River. The second creek on CSF is unnamed and begins within No Catch
Swamp on the Norfolk Southern Tract. It then flows northwest through the
Monticello Tract and then west, out of the swamp and southwest out of CSF,
eventually flowing into Brandy Branch which flows into the St Marys River.

There are two unnamed tributaries within CSF that flow into Thomas Creek. The
first is located on the western portion of the Thomas Creek Tract and flows south
directly into Thomas Creek. The second begins on the northeastern portion of the
Cary Tract and flows northeast out of CSF through private lands and eventually flows
directly into Thomas Creek. There are several drainages and wetlands that flow out
of CSF into major waterways such as the Trout River and McGirts Creek.

Additionally, two man-made, borrow pits have formed small ponds on CSF. The first
is located along Motes Road on the Cary Tract and is infested with torpedo grass and

is no longer used as a borrow pit. The torpedo grass must be controlled or eliminated
to prevent spread of this non-native invasive species before the pit is used again. The
second pond is located directly east of a large windrow along the north end of
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Sandhill Road on the Thomas Creek Tract. This borrow pit was created by prior
landowner(s) and will not be used by FFS for road material.

The surface waters on CSF are classified as Class 111 Surface Waters - Recreation,
Propagation, and Maintenance of a Healthy Well-balanced Population of Fish and
Wildlife in accordance with Rule 62-302.400 Florida Administrative Code.

Approximately 35% of the CSF land area is occupied by wetlands, with 71% of these
wetlands being basin swamp. These crucial wetland communities provide watershed
protection, aquifer recharge for the region, valuable water storage/flood control, water
filtration and aquatic habitat preservation. No Catch Swamp, the Thomas Creek
floodplain, and bottomland forest communities are unique wetland communities
within CSF.

. Water Protection

Water resource protection measures, at a minimum, will be accomplished through the
use of Best Management Practices (BMPs) as described in the most current version of
Silviculture Best Management Practices Manual.

Soil and water resources are currently protected, maintained and restored using
several practices. Culvert replacement and installation and hard surface, low water
crossings are used along wetland road crossings or in areas to improve natural sheet
flow. Road projects such as road closures, road removals, road shoulder and ditch
maintenance and roadside seeding will also be considered for soil and water resource
protection. A SJRWMD-managed upper Floridan aquifer monitoring well is located
near the CSF office and data periodically collected at this site will be attained and
filed on site by CSF staff. The SIRWMD abandoned a former groundwater
monitoring well on the Monticello Tract to prevent potential negative impacts on
upper and lower Floridan aquifer water quality.

Wetland improvement and restoration objectives on the Forest may include
reintroduction of fire to ecotones and hydric communities, erosion control,
hydrology/sheet flow and hydroperiod, restoration of natural wetland plant
community densities and structures and promotion of wetland wildlife species. A
specific area of focus for wetland community improvements will be ecotones between
the wetland and upland communities. Tools to achieve these results may involve road
and soil stabilization, prescribed fire, culvert replacement and installation, plugging
ditches and canals, fireline abandonment and rehabilitation, non-native invasive
species eradication, timber harvests and re-vegetation of wetland plants/trees. All
activities will be monitored in the short and long-term. FFS, other agencies and
contractors will be utilized.

There are several major hydrological factors that need to be addressed on CSF before
landscape-level hydrological restoration can take place. There are many hydrological
issues within the forest that can be addressed and will be evaluated for restoration
needs related to sheet flow, hydroperiod and water quality. These include bedded
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plantations, canals, firelines, roads, road and field ditches, altered streams and other
factors that have changed the historical hydrology on CSF. The Monticello Tract has
many of these issues and will be an initial priority. The 2008 No Catch Swamp
Hydrological Enhancement Project Proposal focuses on key areas for restoration on
this Tract. This proposal package was distributed to local environmental consulting
firms in 2008 as a potential mitigation project. No Catch Swamp is approximately
740 acres of basin swamp and 210 acres of basin marsh. As the remaining Tracts are
assessed they will be considered for hydrological restoration projects.

C. Wildlife Resources

1. Threatened and Endangered Species

FFS employees continually monitor the forest for threatened or endangered species
while conducting management activities. Specialized management techniques will be
used, as necessary, to protect or increase endangered and threatened species and
species of special concern, as applicable for both plants and animals.

Presence of listed species is based on information compiled from FNAI tracking
records (Exhibit K) and FWC as well as field observations by SIRWMD and FFS.

The following listed species were identified:

Table 3. Endangered or Threatened Species on CSF

o Federal State FNAI FNAI
Common Name Scientific Name Status * Status Global State
* Rank * Rank *
Animals
Gopher Tortoise Gopherus polyphemus N ST G3 S3
Sherman's Fox Squirrel Sciurus niger shermani N SSC G5 T3 S3
Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus N N G5 S2
Wood Stork Mycteria americana LE FE G4 S2
Plants
Florida Toothache Grass Ctenium floridanum N LE G2 S2
Nightfloyvering Wild Ruellia noctiflora N LE G2 S2
Petunia

Purple Honeycomb-head Balduina atropurpurea N LE G2 S1

* STATUS/RANK KEY

Federal Status (USFWS): LE= Li