




As a microbiologist and 
chemist, Dr. Martha 
Roberts dedicated her 
life to science and how it 
can be applied to improve 
lives.  As an advocate of 
Florida agriculture, Martha 
spearheads one of the most 
sweeping food safety reforms 
in our nation’s history.









Martha has spent a 
lifetime improving Florida’s 
agriculture industry.  Her hard 
work has endeared her to 
Florida farmers, like Reggie 
Brown, for nearly 50 years. 
Known for fighting plant and 
animal pests and diseases, 
and battling foodborne 
outbreaks, Martha has been 
at the forefront of agriculture 
policy and food safety issues 
for decades.



The first woman in the 
country to be appointed 
a state Assistant 
Commissioner of 
Agriculture, Martha has 
been a role model for 
women in science, and 
a mentor for numerous 
people, including long-
time friend Dr. Lisa Conti.  
Martha truly believes “you 
are put on earth to be of 
service to others.  You 
need to pass it on and 
help the next generation.”



Known for her work in 
fighting plant and animal 
pests and diseases, as 
well as finding solutions 
to foodborne outbreaks, 
Martha has been at the 
forefront of most ag policy 
and food safety issues for 
decades



Since the ‘60s, Martha’s active 
leadership has allowed Florida to 
greatly influence national food safety 
policy.  She helped establish the Florida 
Tomato Food Safety Program to protect 
Floridians from foodborne illnesses, the 
first government-mandatory produce 
safety program in the nation.



Skilled at building coalitions and partnerships for 
government and industry, today Martha works with 
associations and centers across the country as a food 
safety and ag consultant.

Almost a decade after creating Florida’s food 
safety program, Martha helped spur Congress 
to pass similar protections on a national 
level with the monumental Food Safety 
Modernization Act (FSMA) in 2011.



Martha enjoys spending 
time with grandchildren 
Sarah, Reagan and George.
 
From left, Martha Roberts, 
Andy Roberts, Sarah Bolles, 
Becky Bolles, Steve Bolles, 
George Bolles (front), Alan 
Rhodes, Reagan Gould 
(front), Kathy Gould, Drew 
Roberts.



Between business and pleasure, 
Martha has travelled to 47 
countries and spent time on 5 of 
the 6 contintents, but she always 
looks forward to quiet times 
alone at home with her husband, 
Andy Roberts.
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