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Whether it’s educating youth 
about where their food comes 
or promoting the industry to 
decision makers, Judi Whitson 
works tirelessly for Florida 
agriculture.  Having served 
as Hillsborough County Farm 
Bureau’s executive director for 
over 25 years, Judy has become 
one of Florida agriculture’s 
leading spokespersons.
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In 1991, as a working mother of two, Judi began 
her career at the Hillsborough County Farm 
Bureau as administrative assistant. Over time 
her responsibilities grew, as did her desire to 
improve agricultural literacy in schools.
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With a hands-on approach that would become 
her hallmark, Judi promoted Ag in the Classroom, 
a program designed to cultivate students’ 
understanding and appreciation of agriculture.
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Building on the success 
of Ag in the Classroom, 
Judi helped to formulate 
the interactive agricultural 
experience AgVentures 
in conjunction with the 
Florida State Fair.
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In 2002, Judi developed 
and co-wrote the curriculum 
for Ag-Abilities, a program 
designed to teach ESE 
(Exceptional Student 
Education) students the many 
facets of agriculture and 
prepare them for possible 
careers in the industry. 
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Judi has participated on countless boards, 
such as the Florida Agricultural Hall of 
Fame, AgVenture of Hillsborough County, 
4-H Overall Advisory Committee, and the 
Ag-Institute of Florida.
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As executive director 
of the Hillsborough 
County Farm Bureau, 
Judi works closely 
with its president, 
Kenneth Parker.
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Despite a very busy 
schedule, Judi finds time to 
lend her voice to the Toast 
of Tampa Show Chorus, 
a local non-profit group 
ranked third in the world in 
Sweet Adeline barbershop 
chorus competition.



From left, Wesley Bishop Pinson, Wyatt Dean August, 
Brian Pinson, Nicole Gonzalez Pinson, Judi Whitson, 
Shelli Pinson August, Ashley Taylor August, Sara 
Pinson Poulton, Calvin Poulton.
 

Judi loves spending time with her four grandchildren.
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